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CHILDREN NEED EXTRA SUPPORT TO MANAGE THE IMPACT OF DEATH ON THEIR LIVES, SAYS CHILDHOOD BEREAVEMENT NETWORK

The Childhood Bereavement Network (CBN), based at NCB, is today (Wednesday 29 November 2006) launching a new campaign, Grief Matters for Children.  

The three-year campaign, funded by The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fund, calls for more information and support for bereaved children and young people and their families. CBN wants people working with children and young people to have the confidence and competence to give appropriate support, so that families get the help they want wherever they live and however they have been bereaved.

Alison Penny, Policy and Communications Coordinator, CBN, said: ‘Every 30 minutes, the mother or father of someone under 18 in the UK dies. That’s almost 20,000 young people who are bereaved of a parent each year. To enable them to manage the impact of such a life-changing experience, children need support from family, friends and other important people in their lives - but some struggle to find the help they want. Most of us find death an uncomfortable subject and it can be very confusing for a child when no one wants to talk about what’s happened.

‘Bereavement can cut right across children’s lives, affecting their schooling as well as their health and well-being, not just immediately following a death, but throughout their childhood and beyond. We want to create an open and honest culture of support for bereaved children and their families, where their experiences are acknowledged and their grief is recognised.’

During its first year the campaign focuses on educational settings. 70 per cent primary schools have a recently bereaved pupil on roll, so it is vital that school staff feel able to respond to the diverse needs of bereaved children. Many bereaved children get excellent support in school, but others report bullying and isolation. CBN believes that schools need a system for managing and communicating important information about children’s bereavements and to provide proactive, flexible support. The Network also aims to raise awareness of the excellent resources and training available to help schools in this work.
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Notes for editors:

1. The Childhood Bereavement Network is a national, multi-professional network of organisations and individuals working with bereaved children and young people. It involves and is actively supported by all the major bereavement care providers in the UK.

For more information visit www.childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk
2. Because no official statistics are collected on the numbers of children bereaved each year, Winston’s Wish, a member of the Childhood Bereavement Network, has calculated these figures using data from the Office of National Statistics and from Meltzer, M (1999) The Mental Health of Children and Adolescents HMSO. Statistics are also taken from Holland, J (1993) Childhood Bereavement in Humberside primary schools Educational Research 35 (3).

3. The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fund has provided three years funding to the Childhood Bereavement Network to raise awareness of the needs of bereaved children and young people, and to generate support for them. Having previously funded the launch of CBN as a network, the Fund is now helping CBN to establish bereavement as a key issue for the mainstream children's workforce and to support an expansion of services and opportunities for bereaved children and their families.
4. NCB promotes the voices, interests and well-being of all children and young people across every aspect of their lives.  As an umbrella body for the children’s sector in England and Northern Ireland, we provide essential information on policy, research and best practice for our members and other partners. For further information visit www.ncb.org.uk
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